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ments which  are  administered by  an  executive
committee  of the legislative  body, not only the
training, but also the exhibition, is constant and
complete." *   An American nominating convention
does not "look over the roll of Congress " to pick a
man to suit its purpose.   If it did it could not find
him, .because Congress is not  a school  for  the
preparation   of  administrators.   The   business   of
Congressmen is "to pass Bills, not to keep them
in running order after they have become statutes."
But the Cabinet politician has to learn both arts,
" The   Ministry  is   a   legislative  Ministry,   and
draws its life from the Legislature, where strong
talents always secure executive place,  A long career
in Parliament is at least a long contact with prac-
tical statesmanship, and at best a long schooling in
the duties of the practical statesman/'   The leaders
of English public life, we are told, have something
besides the weight of character, the prestige of per-
sonal service, and the authority of individual experi-
ence, to exalt them above the anonymous writers in
the press.

The people are interested in the Parliamentary
debates, for they know what they mean, and to
what end they may lead. They feel that they are
present at "a discussion by the sovereign legisla-
tive body itself, a discussion in which every feature
of each mooted point of policy shall be distinctly
brought out, and every argument of significance,
pushed to the furthest point of insistence, by recog-

*I am quoting here, and in the following pages, from
various chapters of President Woodrow Wilson's admirable
study of Congr&sional Government (twelfth edition, Boston,
896).